
The PM’s Climate Speech we’ve been waiting for

M E D I A  R E L E A S E

Climate activists have delivered to Anthony Albanese the PM’s climate speech we’ve been waiting 
for. If you missed it, go to pmclimatespeech.au. 

With a federal election now imminent, it’s time for the government to gain the trust of climate-
concerned Australians, whose votes put it into office, by effectively addressing the national climate 
action now necessary to help prevent 2°C of warming. 

The speech quotes the PM’s own words on winning government — that “it is a show of strength to 
collaborate and work with people, not weakness” — in announcing the establishment of a cross-party 
national unity government to manage the national climate action.  

Speechwriter Mark Carter says: “The video sprang from the reality that what’s missing in the public 
debate about our climate predicament is the presentation of a truly effective response, and what that 
would actually look like.

“By dubbing a description of such a response over the image of an emissions-expanding PM, the 
video can hopefully contribute to that. 

“And, by describing what it is exactly that the government should be doing to prevent climate 
breakdown, a prime ministerial speech can provide climate-concerned Australians with a response 
they can vote for — a path beyond the tit-for-tat party political distractions that have left them 
despairing.”

“If we can see our responses to the current climate reality — our denial, anger, wishful thinking and 
despair — as actually understandable expressions of a collective grief over the loss of the business-as-
usual future we thought we had, then, as any psychologist will tell you, once we can accept that loss, a 
new future — a climate-safe future — becomes possible. 

“The video asks the government to safeguard the wellbeing of all Australians by responding, at 
emergency speed, to an honest, evidence-based, risk-averse assessment of our climate predicament.”

Key points from the speech include: 

> With warming now touching the 1.5°C Paris limit and atmospheric CO2 now at 420ppm, it is clear 
that national emissions reduction and drawdown policies have failed; 

> It is delusional to think the IPCC Net zero 2050 emissions target will keep Australians safe;

> The low-risk-of-failure climate response now necessary can be best managed by a multi-party 
national unity government including cross-bench MPs;

> Like in any emergency the government’s priority is its duty of care to all Australians;

> The words of three previous Labor prime ministers — Whitlam, Keating and Rudd — calling on the 
nation to address past wrongs.  

Full speech: https://youtu.be/6prHUyYK-nU

60 second speech: https://youtu.be/AePTiAcEIlw
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