
The PM’s Climate Speech  
we’ve been waiting for

Good evening. I begin by acknowledging the traditional owners — and custodians for millenia — of 
the land on which we live. And I pay my respects to their elders past, and present. 

My fellow Australians, today we face a choice between the past and the future, between the habits 
and fears of the past, and the demands and opportunities of the future. There are moments in history 
when the whole fate and future of nations is in the balance. For Australia, this is such a time. It’s time 
for a new national focus, a new program, a new vision of what we can achieve in this generation, for 
our nation and the region in which we live.1  

Today, I am announcing the formation of a cross-party national unity government, to deal with the 
unprecedented threat to our future from climate disruption. 

1 .  T H E  P R O B L E M :  O U R  C L I M AT E  R E A L I T Y

Climate change threatens the very existence of society as we know it, in Australia and around the 
world. 

Responding adequately to climate disruption is fundamental to the survival of our nation and global 
community. 

The world knows our planet’s climate is changing, in dangerous ways. Ten years ago, in 2015, 
Australia joined the international community in aiming to keep global heating well under 2°C, and 
preferably under 1.5°C, to avoid dangerous climate change. 

Yet here we are, on the Net Zero 2050 emissions reduction pathway, with projected fossil fuel 
industry emissions possibly as high in 2050 as today2, with this year likely the hottest globally in at 
least one hundred thousand years3, with warming nudging 1.5°C right now and heading, as likely as 
not, toward 3°C, triggering an irreversible rise in sea-levels of several metres that will drown coastal 
cities and deltas.4 

We must now admit that the Net Zero 2050 path — that industry, business and the media endorsed 
— has always been high risk. It has only ever had a 50:50 chance of preventing warming beyond 2°C, 
according to conservative UN climate scientists.5  

Not surprisingly, we now face extremely risky consequences according to our Office of National 
Intelligence global climate risk assessment, which today I am making public. Our close allies, our 
Five Eyes partners, the US and UK, have made available declassified versions of similar assessments, 
and we now acknowledge there is no longer any reason for us to not do the same.6

The ONI assessment — just like those of the UK and US — warns that within the next decades we face 
a future beyond human experience, of unbearable heat, unstoppable bushfires, an unviable northern 
Australia, more emerging diseases, and increased social unrest and geopolitical conflict, on top of a 
global food crisis. Already, people are losing their homes and livelihoods.7 

So, it is clear, any emissions reduction that Net Zero 2050 were to deliver, we now acknowledge, will 
be too little, too late. 
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Our emissions reduction response to date has clearly failed. Our reliance on the market place to 
reduce emissions efficiently has been misplaced. Unfortunately, business-as-usual won’t enable the 
necessary emissions reductions quickly enough.

We have been telling you, to take it easy, to stand where you are and enjoy the view. To avoid the 
difficult facts. So, with no one — government, business, the media — pointing to the crumbling cliff 
edge on which you stand, you’ve had no reason to turn around, to take a step back. To change your 
point of view. 

This, my fellow Australians, is an honest description of the problem, the level of danger, we now face. 
Yes, our world is normal no more. And I think we all feel it, in different ways, even if we can’t say it 
out loud. 

But we have a choice! We can continue on to a future of climate chaos. Or we can choose to do what is 
necessary to avoid it. 

Either way we face rapid and widespread change, but the latter choice has an upside.  

2 .  T H E  S O L U T I O N :  N E C E S S A RY  C L I M AT E  G O A L S

So, what is it necessary for us to do? Where do emissions need to get to, and by when? And, how do 
we get there? 

It is clear to us now, that our best chance of avoiding the chaos lies in very quickly stopping new 
emissions — as the UN says8, as the International Energy Agency says9, as expert climate scientists 
have been telling us10. And to draw down the CO2 we’ve already emitted — the CO2 in the atmosphere 
that’s delivering the deadly climate impacts we now witness daily. And while doing that, try to keep 
warming below 2°C.11 

Therefore today, we submit our updated Nationally Determined Contribution to emissions cuts. 
Today we commit to the task of stopping the nation’s emissions by 2030. And to drawing down our 
share of past emissions —  to cut the CO2 already in the atmosphere from 420ppm to below 350. To 
cool the planet. 

We need to do this. We must do this. And together we can. 

Maximising the chance of achieving these goals, of enabling a safer future for our children, will 
require a whole-of-government emergency response. Which is why we are establishing a cross-
party national unity government, including colleagues from the Greens, the Teals, as well as both 
independent and Opposition climate-concerned MPs. 

3 .  T H E  O B S TA C L E :  G R I E V I N G  O U R  L O S S

I acknowledge that many Australians have been demanding climate action, like this, for a long time. 

So, in answer to those of you asking why we have held off making these announcements until today, I 
say this. 

The sobering findings of the Office of National Intelligence climate assessment spooked us. At first 
we couldn’t believe them. Our living conditions at risk? In the unimaginably dangerous future I 
just described? The future we assumed we had, gone? Lost? We couldn’t accept the loss. We were 
in denial. Like the fossil fuel industry, we were in denial of the reality that global warming, that 
continuing to approve new fossil fuel projects, continuing emissions, was destroying the future we 
had taken for granted. 

And, just like you, we didn’t like being told we were wrong.   



The PM’s Climate Speech we’ve been waiting for

3

In denial, it was we who did the demonising of those looking for safety. In denial we practised cheap 
political point scoring. In denial we breached your trust. It was our ignorance and our prejudice. And 
our failure to imagine that our actions would harm all of us.12 That is, until today. 

Now, a word of warning. 

Stand by for today’s new targets to be decried by those still in denial of our physical reality. Those 
in denial of the unacceptably high risk that the Net Zero 2050 pathway will push warming past 2°C. 
Stand by for them to ridicule today’s new targets as too hard, as too much green tape, as damaging 
the economy. They will say that we mustn’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good. Well, let me say. 
Today’s announcements are not the perfect. They are not the enemy of the good. They are the good. 
Because the perfect would be, no emissions from tomorrow. When you hear them, ask yourselves: are 
they saying we can’t afford to make life safe? Are they saying that a 50:50 chance of catastrophe is a 
risk worth taking? They should remember that we can change the laws of the land but not the laws of 
physics. 

Yes. It’s true. We have all benefited from the burning of fossil fuels. But, we can no longer afford to 
deny the life-threatening costs of having done so. 

Nonetheless, I get your anger. It’s understandable. You’ve been misled. 

I get your wishful thinking. Telling yourself things aren’t that bad. Trying to work out a way for the 
normal world to return. Bargaining with our planet’s climate system. 

I get your despair. When politicians try to put out a raging bushfire with a garden hose. We despair 
when no response that would be effective, seems possible. 

Our denial, anger, bargaining and despair are only natural. After all we’re grieving a monumental 
loss. The loss of a future we had taken for granted. 

But the good news is, accepting the loss of the future we thought we had, frees us to move on. It frees 
us to build a new future that can be safe.13

So, we apologise for the laws and policies of successive parliaments and governments that have 
delayed urgent emissions reductions. We apologise especially for the removal of hope. For the 
despair, we say sorry. The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia’s history, 
by righting the wrongs of the past and so moving forward with confidence to a new future.14 

I believe we are smart enough and compassionate enough to build this new safer future.  

4 .  T H E  A C T I O N :  WA L K I N G  T H E  TA L K

But we must act fast.  

To do so, today I am also releasing the framework of a national response to the ONI findings and 
determinations — called the Future Australia Safe Transition, or fast, which I am confident a majority 
of you, including those in parliament, will support.

fast will enable the necessary extensive emissions reductions that would otherwise be impossible. 
It will deliver co-ordinated, coherent emergency emissions reduction processes across energy and 
water policy, across health, logistics, transport, agriculture and industry policy. It will drive the 
rapid, large scale, economic and social transformation now needed. 



The PM’s Climate Speech we’ve been waiting for

4

The new cross-party national unity government will oversee fast — planning, coordinating 
and allocating the necessary human, financial and material resources, and exercising sufficient 
administrative power to ensure that the inevitable burdens that lie ahead will be shared equitably. Its 
single priority will be to ensure the care, safety, security, and health of all Australians — the central 
duty of government. 

We will provide support to those whose lives are disrupted. We will redeploy the $14.5 billion in 
annual fossil fuel industry subsidies to your health care budget. We will retro-fit the nation with 
low energy homes and transport systems. We will restore our water and food security, our native 
ecosystems, and our soils — our life support systems. 

We will establish, as recommended by the Australian Security Leaders Climate Group, a Climate 
Threat Intelligence Unit within the ONI to both coordinate an Abrupt Climate Change Early Warning 
System and to brief Parliament annually. We will rebuild the climate science and risk analysis 
capacity of the CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology15. 

We will rebuild the public service and reclaim policy making from the private sector. The priority 
of industry policy will be to retrain and create new jobs — of which there will be plenty — for those 
displaced during the closure of the fossil fuel industry. The priority of energy policy will be to 
subsidise energy conservation, maximise energy efficiency, and do more with less. The priority of 
foreign policy will be to assist the transition globally. 

The national unity government’s response, the fast response, starts with decisions to withdraw all 
government subsidies, including tax exemptions, to fossil fuel industries, to exclude carbon offsets in 
the calculation of industry emissions reductions, and to cease and rescind approvals of new coal, gas 
and oil exploration and mining licenses. 

We have responded in similar ways, successfully to emergencies before. 

It’s how we fight bushfires, rescue and rebuild from floods, and how we responded to the pandemic. 
And defended the nation through World War 2. And it’s the response that can defeat today’s enemy: 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

What national project could better unite us than one in which we work together to secure our nation’s 
future and act as responsible global citizens? 

I want to seek our common purpose and promote unity and optimism, not fear and division. As I 
said when we came into government, it is a show of strength to collaborate and work with people, 
not weakness. I want to find that common ground where together we can plant our dreams. To unite 
around our shared love of this country, our shared faith in Australia's future, our shared values of 
fairness and opportunity, and hard work and kindness to those in need.16

Thankyou.
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